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Managing Black Cutworms

Justin Schneider, CCA, Technical Team Agronomist - LG Seeds

Black Cutworm moths are beginning to be detected throughout the Midwest.
However, the moths themselves are not the concern — their larvae are. Black
Cutworm larvae feed on, and kill, corn plants.

Black Cutworm moths are dark in color and have a black “dagger’”” on each
front wing. To predict when the larvae will hatch, you must know the peak
flight dates. There are a few trapping networks available that record and
announce their numbers - find your local contact so you can be aware of peak
flight dates in your area. Once you know this, add 300 GDD’s from the peak
flight date to determine the range when you will need to be scouting your
fields for feeding. When moths fly in, they will be attracted to weedy fields or
no-till situations so they can have a green area to lay their eggs.

The economic threshold for applying fungicide is when 3-5% of the plants
show signs of feeding. There are plenty of insecticides that can be sprayed on 4

fields to control the Black Cutworm. Larvae can generally be found next to a B i e tnctes
cut corn plant just below the soil surface.

LG Seeds offers Bt corn traits to control Black Cutworm including
Agrisure Viptera® trait stacks, Agrisure Duracade® trait stacks, Bayer’s
Trecepta®, and Genuity® SmartStax®. If you planted a corn hybrid
without Bt protection, it will be essential that you scout your fields
when these larvae begin to appear.

If you hear about moths being captured in your area, contact your
local LG Seeds Technical Team Agronomist and they will help guide
you in the right direction.

Sources and Additional Information:
1. https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/fieldcropsipm/insects/black-cutworms.php
2. https://www.canr.msu.edu/field crops/uploads/archive/Black%20cutworm%20in%20Mich.pdf
3. https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/watch for cutworms
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